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64 THE SCHOOL REVIEW 

Education in Sexual Physiology and Hygiene. A Physician's Message. By 
Philip Zenner. Cincinnati. The Robert Clarke Co., igio. Pp. vii+ 
126. $1.00 net. 

There is evidence of a growing and intelligent interest in the subject of 
sex instruction. Like other reform movements, this one began with the abnor- 
mal, and sought to gain its end by emphasis upon horrors. A more constructive 
policy is establishing itself, and the majority of teachers seem ready to act as 
soon as experimentation has worked out usable machinery. The literature of the 
subject is increasing rapidly. There is more material available in French and 
German than in English. A recent publication in German contained one hundred 
and fifty titles in one section. 

Dr. Zenner tells of an experiment made in a Cincinnati school with children 
from twelve to sixteen years of age. A woman physician talked over hygiene 
problems with the girls and led up through other topics to those of alcohol 
and sex hygiene. The result led Dr. Zenner to do a similar work with the 
boys. His talks are given in this volume, as are also others delivered before the 
college boys. There are special chapters on "Prevention of Social Disease," 
"Teaching Sexual Physiology and Hygiene in School," and "Mode of Teaching." 

There is still a remarkable lack of information about these social problems 
on the part of teachers. This little book will serve to correct this state of 
affairs, but will have even more value as an account of an honest attempt to 
make progress in a difficult field. 

Frank A. Manny 
Western State Normal School 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 



Second-Year Mathematics for Secondary Schools. By George William 
Myers and William R. Wickes, Ernst R. Breslich, Ernest A. 
Wreidt, and Arnold Dresden, assisted by Ernest L. Caldwell and 
Robert M. Mathews. (School of Education Manuals: Secondary 
Texts.) Chicago : The University of Chicago Press, 1910. Pp. xiv+282. 
$1.50. 

To give two years' work in combined algebra and geometry has been the 
purpose of the authors in planning the curriculum of the University High 
School. The present volume emphasizes geometry, while the First-Year Mathe- 
matics lays the stress on algebra. These two books are evidence of the domi- 
nance of the movement for improvement in the teaching of secondary mathematics, 
and they will be influential factors in the development of a rational unification 
of mathematics. 

The second-year book begins with some constructive geometry which serves 
to give methods of constructing figures for the proofs of theorems. From the 
first algebraic notation is employed and the equation is used continually in proof 
and problem. This gives the desired opportunity of reviewing the algebra 
covered during the first year and of developing other algebraic topics, such as 
the completion of methods of solving quadratic equations, a discussion of the 
roots of quadratic equations, and the use of inequalities in the solution of inde- 
terminate equations. It is interesting to see how closely the algebraic work is 
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connected with the geometrical truths as they are established, and also to see 
how the algebraic notation leads to concise proofs. 

Among the noticeable features of this textbook are the following: construc- 
tive problems to open up the subject; the large number of exercises; the use 
of the principles of congruency ; many proofs given in outline, or left entirely 
to the pupil ; early use of circles ; early use of ratio and proportion ; the simple 
treatment of incommensurables and limits; the properties of proportion developed 
by means of exercises ; applications of similar triangles ; trigonometric ratios, 
and their use in solving right triangles ; similarity and proportionality in 
circles ; solution of quadratic equations ; inequality in triangles and circles 
brought together in one chapter ; new methods in the treatment of areas of poly- 
gons ; use of the graph ; degree of rigor suited to the ability of high-school pupils. 

Though the present volume and the revised edition of the First-Year Mathe- 
matics mark a great advance in secondary textbooks, it would seem that they 
could be used in any school where the teachers are interested in making their 
work more efficient. 

Practical Curve Tracing. By R. Howard Duncan. London: Longmans, 

Green & Co., 1910. Pp. vi+133. $1.60. 

Some ten years ago the graph began to appear in the algebraic work of the 
secondary schools. It was introduced and used solely to represent equations in 
two variables, to solve simultaneous and quadratic equations, and to discuss 
their roots. Soon this one use of the graph was over-developed and there was 
a protest on the part of some teachers against the use of squared paper. But 
the teacher who has discovered the efficiency of squared paper in picturing 
tables of values, in solving problems, and in representing the results of experi- 
ments and deducing formulas to express these results, will see to it that his 
pupils learn to use this powerful instrument. 

The present volume aims to present in an orderly manner the methods of 
curve-plotting and at the same time to make the student familiar with the proper- 
ties of the chief families of curves. Much attention is given to methods of plot- 
ting curves quickly and accurately and to a discussion of the properties and 
characteristics of the curves themselves. Nevertheless, the practical side is not 
overlooked ; many problems are solved in full, and a list of one hundred and 
twenty-five problems from the field of physics and engineering gives the student 
practice in applying the principles of curve-plotting. 

The topics considered are : curve plotting from given data and from an 
equation ; the straight line ; the parabolic family ; the hyperbolic family ; the 
exponential family ; the logarithmic family ; the sine curve ; the graphical solu- 
tion of equations ; the slope of a curve — differentiation ; the area of a curve — 
integration. There are a large number of carefully-drawn diagrams accom- 
panied by clear and detailed explanations. 

The study of this book might well replace some of the purely academic 
mathematics of the first year in colleges and engineering schools. It is a 
valuable reference book for secondary-school teachers, and should be in every 
high-school library. R E> CoBB 

Lewis Institute 
Chicago 



